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Author
a) The letter was drafted by sultan Selim, the leader of the Ottoman Empire. Selim was the son of Sehzade Bayezid and Gulbahar Hatun, a Turkish princess. Selim was the youngest son in the family. Selim rebelled against his father after his brother announced prince Sehzade Ahmet as heir to the throne. Selim overthrew his and instilled himself as the leader of the Ottoman Empire. He was the first prince to rebel against his father. Selim was against the idea of oppression against the conquered kingdoms mainly practiced by Ismail. Selim ruled for only eight years, but it was during his reign when the ottoman experienced significant expansion. Selim killed his entire brother before assenting to power.
Place and time
b) The letter was written by the ottoman leader Selim in the 16th century during the Ottoman Empire's expansion. During the period, few and the skill of writing and thus could read the letter. Also, there was no common language that people of different cultures could use to communicate. During the Ottoman Empire expansion, the letter might show the emperor and the entire empire were weak and feared the expansionist Ismail. Ottoman Empire was the strongest kingdom during this time and thus seen could mean fall of the kingdom. 
Prior knowledge
c) During the 1500s, the Ottoman Empire had war flags that contained the Zulfiqar sword. The sword was used by the king during the war. Once the flag was flown, it signaled war, and everyone prepared for the war. The Zulfiqar sword symbolized authority, and the guardian of the sword ruled the empire. There was also the Quran, this was the Holy Scriptures used in the land, and it symbolized fear for God. 
Audience
d) The letter was addressed to Ismail, the ruler of the expansionist kingdom of Persia. Persia was a small kingdom and not established like the Ottoman Empire. The Persian king was trying to establish, and there were no reasons why the Ottoman Empire could feel threatened by the Persian kingdom. This raises questions about the source of the letter.  
Reason
e) The letter warned the Persian ruler against bridging human rights as outline in the Quran. Ismail, the Persian kingdom ruler, oppressed subjects of the conquered territories and converted them from Sunni Islam to   Twelver, a subdivision of Shia Islam. Selim threatened Ismail to stop his mistreatments and repent to his God and stop shedding innocent blood. This can be ironic as to why a person who had slaughtered his brother could talk of shedding innocent blood. This brings doubts about the authentic source of the letter. 
The main idea
f) The main message of the letter was about slavery. Selim tried to warn his counterpart of the Persian kingdom against the oppression of his subjects. Slavery was prohibited in the Quran, and thus Selim warned Ismail that God could even punish him for disobeying Him. Selim threatened to take action against Ismail if he did not stop oppressing his subjects, but the threats fall on deaf ears. Ismail replied and replied arrogantly that he was going to conquer the Ottoman Empire. As such, Selim is seen as opposing the Persian king's expansion while he was expanding the Ottoman Empire. 
Significance
g) The ottoman kingdom was the mightiest and longest-serving kingdom that existed during the 14th, 15th, 16th, and 17th centuries. The kingdom is significant as it was the center of the Islamic religion, art, leadership, culture, and science. During this time, the Ottoman Empire controlled a large part of Europe, Asia, and the northern part of Africa. The empire contributed a lot to the growth of science, art, and religion, especially the Islamic religion. The kingdom also established a dominant form of leader that is significant to modern forms of government. 

 

Running Head; A let


ter from Selim to Ismail                    


                                      


                        


1


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


A letter from Selim to Ismail


 


Institutional affiliation


 


Name of lecturer


 


Name of student


 


Submission date


 


 


 




Running Head; A let ter from Selim to Ismail                                                                                     1               A letter from Selim to Ismail   Institutional affiliation   Name of lecturer   Name of student   Submission date      

